
ANIMATION 2013 
 

 
Top Student: Cassie Jeong, Mill Valley, CA. 

 
Cassie has captivated the Animation Dept. faculty since the very first day of the program with her 
unique artistic vision and unparalleled work ethic.  Her work is both aesthetically adventurous and 
conceptual.  She immersed herself fully into our curriculum and really pushed herself to take creative 
risks and experiment with a rich array of materials and techniques while realizing her assigned 
projects.  She has an unwavering positive attitude, is receptive to feedback, and excelled in her work 
even under the pressure of the extremely compressed production schedule at CSSSA.  She works well 
in collaboration with other classmates and also is quick to take on leadership roles when necessary.  
She has a fierce determination to further her education in the animated arts and we are overwhelmed 
with excitement to be able to offer her this tremendous support towards that goal. 
 
 

 
Jessica Zhang, Fremont, CA 

 
Jessica is innovative, funny, and a fast learner.   She is new to animation however she created one of 
the most ambitious and successful final projects in our program’s history and even invented her own 
animation techniques in order to best articulate her idea visually.   She is a strong storyteller and her 
film had a level of sensitivity that we haven’t seen in the work done by other students in our program.  
Her project exemplified her dynamic personality in that it explored both her sweet spirit and her edgy 
and irreverent sensibility.  She is both outspoken and deeply respectful.  She is a natural leader and 
was very influential in her community here.  We look forward to watching her grow and contribute 
both as an artist and a citizen. 
 

 



 
Mandy Zheng, Woodland, CA 

 
Some of the words that came to mind to our faculty when describing Mandy Zheng are: determined, 
disciplined, tenacious, and ambitious.   She is resolute when she sets her mind to something and 
confident in her abilities to learn what she must in order to convey her ideas.   Her patience and 
positive outlook were best pronounced when she designed a shot in her final project that involved a 
panning scene of the Great Wall of China collapsing into dust.   The animation technique she chose to 
represent this complex scene was sand on a lightbox, meaning she had to rely completely on her own 
intuition about how to perform this movement in the moment before taking each photo.  All of the 
teachers gasped in amazement at the sophisticated outcome of this advanced undertaking.   She also is 
respectful, diplomatic, a great listener and is incredibly astute.  We feel these qualities in combination 
with her powerful art making skills will create endless opportunities for Mandy as she moves forward 
in her educational and artistic pursuits. 

 
 

CREATIVE WRITING 2013 
 

 
 Top Student: Madison Davis, Nevada City, CA 

 
Madison is an astounding new voice. Whether working in poetry or prose, her characters are 
exquisitely detailed, her images incredibly clear.  This summer she took time and care with each 
assignment, rising to each challenge fully, regularly taking the work to a level far beyond our 
expectations.  In class, she always had a look of the utmost concentration, as she absorbed the work of 
her peers and puzzled out her own critical responses.  And when she finally did compose her thoughts, 
everyone listened. But where she blew us away was with her poetry, where she was able to 
accomplish more in a freewrite than many writers are able to in a summer. Again and again this 
summer, Maddie proved to us that she has the goods.  Her talents are natural and innate: her eye is 
keen, her pen is sharp - and her work ethic and critical eye are just as strongly developed.  It is a true 
pleasure to be able to help her along her journey.  



 

 
Maureen Fowler, Sacramento, CA 

 
Maureen has proven herself as a gifted writer with keen insight and innovative approaches in each of 
her workshops.  Her maturity and intellectual curiosity shows in her work in both prose and poetry.  
She took on each challenge with precision and care, and has consistently extended her support and 
generosity to her peers in and out of workshop.  Her ability to articulate interesting perceptions during 
workshops helped elevate the level of discussion.  Her talent is deep and yet she never ceases to strive 
for a new level of artistry. 
 

 
Lily Rushing, Sacramento, CA 

 
Lily has proven that funny doesn’t mean simple, shallow, or superficial. She has developed a voice 
that is as side-splittingly funny as it is moving. She has an incredible eye for sensory detail and a 
seemingly endless ability to absorb what’s going on around her. Her prose has a uniquely poetic 
rhythm that sweeps readers along. The characters in her work are rendered without judgment or 
sentiment, always with a humorous cast, always humane, always insightful. With her peers, she is 
generous and exacting, providing criticism and support in equal measure. Lily Rushing has the kind of 
voice that could help get across the obsessions, hopes and fears of a generation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DANCE 2013 
 
 

 
Top Student: Kristin Warren, San Diego, CA 

 
As instructors, all we ask of our students is that they work hard and give their fullest concentration in 
order that they may achieve all they have set out to do.  If they immerse themselves, much will be 
rewarded.  Kristin has impressed us so much this summer.  It is dancers like Kristin that inspire us as 
instructors to give and give. A true artist will not only take the time to understand what is given to 
them, but is also willing to help others understand when they see struggle. Kristin is smart and 
respectful of the process and possesses qualities that she will need in the professional world.  From 
day one she has given her all and when we’ve asked for more she gave without question. It has been a 
real pleasure teaching and creating for her, and we look forward to seeing how this talent she 
possesses continues to blossom and inspire all that surround her. 

 

 
Alexander Harrell, Palmdale, CA 

 
Alexander is an excellent student.  His ambitions are to sing, dance and choreograph. He is an 
extremely hard worker and is very respectful of his teachers and peers. The transformation this year 
for Alex has been remarkable. He has transformed from a very shy artist to a leader who is willing to 
take full control, and responsibility of the work given to him, and the work that he gives to others.  
We are fully confident with the skills and the training that he has gained this summer at CSSSA, and 
we are sure that he will work well in future educational experiences. We are certain that this 
scholarship will aid in giving Alexander more opportunities for growth.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Kimberly Petiti, Merced, CA 

 
Kimberly has been a wonderful student to work with both in class and in the choreographic process. 
She has unlimited energy for the work.  Kimberly is a tireless worker who will labor until all is 
understood and if there is any doubt she will help without hesitation. Her leadership and kindness 
elevates the room in which she works.  Having this scholarship will help to further inspire Kimberly’s 
education and encourage her to keep up her dance education.  After she is finished with her education 
she would like to work with Ballet Magnificat to tour the world. 
 

 
FILM 2013 

 

 
Top Student: Minu Jun, South Pasadena, CA 

 
We have chosen Minu Jun to receive the Herb Alpert scholarship. From the very first day Minu 
entered the program, he excelled. He set the bar for his peers with impeccable devotion and love for 
his craft. Not only has Minu’s talent evolved in his own work with an incredible sense of style and an 
undeniably unique touch, he has spent countless hours working with, critiquing, and challenging the 
other artists in the program with insightful and constructive feedback. This grant will allow him to 
fulfill his dream of attending art school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ilianna Gonzalez, Calexico, CA 

 
Ilianna, as a young artist, has made great strides to develop herself as a filmmaker with a very distinct 
style, directing and planning with a sense of purpose far beyond her years. Her willingness to work 
with other students and provide positive feedback and encouragement not only shows her growth as 
an artist, but as a very emotionally intelligent and strong young woman. This grant will help Ilianna 
pursue her filmmaking dreams 
 

 
Brian Sohn, Van Nuys, CA 

 
Brian offers nothing but solid and constructive critique of his peers’ work, and offers nothing less 
when it comes to working on other students’ work. His talent and seemingly endless bank of 
filmmaking knowledge goes well beyond his years. As an artist, Brian is diligent, devoted, and 
challenges himself to create stand-alone work. Brian wants to attend art school, and this scholarship 
will help his dream come to fruition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



MUSIC 2013 
 

 
Top Student: Jade Bates, Malibu, CA  

 
Jade is the kind of artist that comes around very rarely.  Her talent, passion, and drive have inspired 
students and faculty alike.  As one student put it, "Jade has inspired me to want to work harder".  The 
CSSSA music faculty looks forward to seeing Jade evolve in what can certainly be a wonderful 
singing/music career.  We are proud and honored to have Jade receive the Herb Alpert Scholarship. 
 

 
Aaron Blick, Woodland Hills, CA 

 
Aaron is always ready to learn.  He brings a level of maturity and adoration to music that is 
unmatched.  Aaron's instructors have nothing but wonderful things to say about this talented young 
man.  He is motivated, humble, and wise beyond his years.  We are proud to present Aaron with this 
well deserved award.   
  



 
Suraj Parthasarathy, La Crescenta, CA 

 
Suraj came to the CSSSA program as a drummer, but we learned that he could do so much more.  His 
fantastic attitude during classes, rehearsals and master classes along with his magnetic smile have 
made Suraj a favorite amongst his instructors.  We are proud to present Suraj with this award.   
 

 
THEATRE 2013 

 

 
Top Student: Chelsea Barker, Los Angeles CA 

 
She is a young woman who exudes positive energy, and in her imaginative and fully-committed efforts, 
she has served as a model for risk and creativity among her peers at CSSSA this summer. She is most 
deserving of support for her ongoing artistic and educational endeavors. She has served as a Student 
Ambassador for Center Theatre Group’s Youth Leadership cohort, and will no doubt take advantage 
of the wherewithal that this scholarship will provide to accomplish great things in college, and in a 
future life in the arts. 
  



 
Natalie D’Amico, Pacific Palisades, CA 

 
She has proven to be a humble and cooperative student, who works in a most collaborative way, 
while exhibiting a genius for musical theater, physical theater, an uncommon understanding of text, 
and the ability to take adjustment on the spot. She is - we believe - on her way to a life in the arts, and 
we are happy to provide this token of our advocacy for her and our respect for her gifts as an actor. 
 
 

 
Noah St. John, Berkeley, CA 

 
He has proven to be one of the most physically adept and intellectually mature students in our 
memory of the program’s existence. We trust that he will continue to be curious, rigorous, 
enthusiastic and passionate in his on-going exploration of art-making, and wish to offer him this 
scholarship as a manifestation of our belief in him as an artist who will make a stir in the world. 
  



VISUAL ARTS 2013 
 

 
Taylor Day, Vacaville, CA 

 
Taylor Day is an extremely talented young ceramicist, who attended every class at CSSSA with a 
great attitude and an excitement to make the most of her time here. Taylor was respectful to her peers 
and welcomed any suggestions from the faculty. She works diligently, is focused and eager to learn, 
and her critical thinking skills exceed expectations. When confronted with new materials in the 
classroom, she tenaciously tackled the challenges they presented, was quick to improve, and was 
genuinely excited to see her own capabilities. Taylor received the widest range of recommendations 
from Faculty in different disciplines and we believe she would use this prestigious award wisely, as 
she repeatedly mentioned her desire to be able to pursue ceramics in college. Her potential for success 
in college and in the art field is very high and this award will assist her path in achieving her artistic 
and educational goals.  We confidently recommend Taylor to received this prestigious award. 
 

 
Danielle Burnside Von Hooten, Half Moon Bay, CA 

 
Danielle Burnside Von Hooten is a student who is extremely present in her thoughts, her sense of 
discipline and purpose, with wisdom past her age.  She has that rare type of curiosity where 
instruction is never an end in itself.  I have witnessed her dedication, frequently attending her painting 
studio early, eager to begin the day, as well as, studiously contemplating the art pieces exhibited in the 
galleries on her off time. She is self-directed, has a good spirit about her, with both a stoic and an avid 
clarity. Her temperament is one of an intellectual and her destiny is unambiguously that of an artist.  
She is determined to position herself squarely within the world of ideas. With her dedication, we have 
no doubt that she will use this scholarship to the fullest. 

 
 



 
Ella de Buck, Alhambra, CA 

 
Ella de Buck is an extremely talented, dedicated, and inquisitive young woman, always open to new 
processes and ways of thinking.  She displayed a positive and excited attitude during her time at 
CSSSA, embracing risk taking, chance, and experimentation.  Ella was able to easily grasp the 
technical and artistic concepts presented in the classroom, making very sophisticated decisions within 
her artwork.  She was fully engaged not only with her work but the work of her fellow students, 
bringing bright ideas at every turn.  Her future goals are set high and include a continued dedication to 
her artistic practice. We have no doubt she will use this scholarship to the fullest in order to achieve 
this goal. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


