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For Release On: 11 July 2013 
 
Global leaders launch initiative to bridge agriculture and 
conservation for a sustainable future 
 
WHAT:  
Declaration of Global Leaders, with Standup Interview Opportunities 
 
For the past 40 years, global agriculture research has focused on one goal – to 
produce more food. Today, there is growing recognition that in order to 
sustainably meet future global food demand we must produce food in a way that 
is healthy for people and the planet, today and in the future. 
 
In 2012, the international community met at Rio+20, where participants and 
leaders stressed the importance and need for sustainable agriculture, calling for 
concrete actions to achieve The Future We Want.  
 
On 12 July 2013, one year after the Rio+20 summit, global thought leaders in 
agriculture and conservation from around the world will meet at the Brazilian 
Foundation for Sustainable Development to launch a new initiative, symbolically 
in Rio, to create a new paradigm for agricultural practices and policies that meet 
the needs of a growing population, while at the same time ensuring long-term 
conservation of vital biodiversity at field, farm and landscape levels. For too long, 
the conservation and agriculture communities have been talking past each other, 
working in separate and sometimes opposing circles. This initiative 
acknowledges that we must work together to surmount our mutual global 
challenges.  
 
The ‘Bridging Agriculture and Conservation Initiative’ led by Bioversity 
International brings together a team of world-class scientists from many 
disciplines to gather and analyze the scientific evidence for an integrated 
approach to agriculture that not only produces food and addresses poverty but 
also uses natural resources sustainably, provides ecosystem services and 
conserves biodiversity. The initiative will validate existing research and best 
practices and identify research gaps. The goal of the initiative is to shape global 
agricultural research and public policy agendas for an integrated and holistic 
approach towards a sustainable future.  
 
WHEN: 
12 July at 3:30 pm 
 
WHERE: 
Rua Engenheiro Álvaro Niemeyer, 76 
CEP 22610-180 
Rio de Janeiro - RJ - Brasil 
Phone 55 21 3322-4520 
 
 
 

http://www.bioversityinternational.org/bridging_agriculture_conservation_and_poverty_alleviation_for_a_new_paradigm.html


WHO: 
• Israel Klabin, President of the Brazilian Foundation for Sustainable 

Development. 
• Emile A Frison, Director General of Bioversity International 
• Izabella Teixeira, Brazilian Minister of Environment* 
• Braulio Dias, Executive Secretary, CBD 
• Poul Engberg-Pedersen, Deputy Director General & Managing Director, 

IUCN 
• Marion Guillou, President, Agreenium and Board Member, CGIAR 

Consortium 
• Patrick Holden, Founding Director & CEO, Sustainable Food Trust 
• Mauricio Lopes, President, EMBRAPA 
• Thomas E. Lovejoy, Biodiversity Chair, H. John Heinz III Center for Science, 

Economics and Environment 
• Cristián Samper, President & CEO, Wildlife Conservation Society and Vice 

Chair, Bioversity International 
• Howard Shapiro, Chief Agricultural Officer, Mars, Inc. 
• Lindiwe Sibanda, CEO, FANRPAN 
• Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP* 
• Martus Tavares, Vice President, Government Affairs, Communication and 

Sustainability, Bunge Brazil 
• M. Ann Tutwiler, Director General Designate, Bioversity International 
• Ken Wilson, CEO & Executive Director, The Christensen Fund* 
• Abdul Hamid Zakri, Chair, IPBES 
• Paul Zuckerman, Board Chair, Bioversity International 
 
*will be participating, but not available at 3:30 pm 
 
 
MORE INFO: 
 
Initiative: 
http://www.bioversityinternational.org/bridging_agriculture_conservation_and_po
verty_alleviation_for_a_new_paradigm.html  
 
National Geographic: 
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/2012/11/08/conservation-agriculture-
true-food-security/  
 
Reuters: http://sustainability.thomsonreuters.com/2013/06/14/executive-
perspective-linking-agriculture-and-biodiversity-can-help-feed-the-planet/  
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Contacts for Media: 
  
Kirsten Khire 
Head of Communications 
Bioversity International 
Phone: (+39) 06 6118 246 
Mobile: (+39) 334 623 4852 
Email: k.khire@cgiar.org  
 
Renata Clemente 
The Brazilian Foundation for Sustainable Development (FBDS) 
Phone: 55 21 2147-4127 
Mobile: 55 21 7227-1856 
Email: contato@renataclemente.com  
  
 
##### 
 
Bioversity International, which has headquarters in Rome, Italy, is a non-profit 
research for development organization seeking solutions to global issues 
through the use and conservation of agricultural and forest biodiversity. 
Bioversity is one of the 15 international research for development centers of the 
CGIAR, a global research partnership for a food secure future. For more 
information: www.bioversityinternational.org    
 
The Brazilian Foundation for Sustainable Development (FBDS) is a non-profit 
organization based in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. FBDS is differentiated by its 
relationships with the scientific community, international finance agencies and 
national corporations. Its projects are concentrated in the areas of global climate 
change and corporate sustainability. For more information: www.fbds.org.br   
 


